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may at some distant time be praised with equal una-
nimity; why, my lords, should they extend their ven-
geance to the succeeding generation? why should they en-
deavour to torture their limbs with pains, and load their
lives with the guilt of their parents? why should they
hinder that trade to which they must owe all the com-
forts which plenty affords? why should they endeavour to
intercept their existence, or suffer them to exist only to
be wretched?

If 1 may ouce more declare my sentiments, my lords, I
believe the ministers do not so much wish to debilitate the
bodies as the understandings of posterity, nor so ardently
desire a race of cripples as *of fools. For cripples, my
lords, can make no figure at a review, nor strut in a red
coat with a tolerable grace; but fools are known by long
experience to be the principal support of an army, since
they are the only persons who are willing to pay it!

Whatever, my lords, be the true reasons for which this
bill is so warmly promoted, T think they ought, at least, to
be deliberately examined; and, therefore, cannot think it
consistent with our regard for the nation to suffer it to be
precipitated into a law. The year, my lords, is not so far
advanced, as that supplies may not be raised by some
other method, if this should be rejected; nor do I think that
we ought to consent to this, even though our refusal should
hinder the supplies, since we have no right, for the sake
of any advantage, however certain or great, to violate all
the laws of heaven and earth, to doom thousands to de-
struction, and to fill the exchequer with the price of the
lives of our fellow-subjects.

Let us, therefore, my lords, not suffer ourselves to be
driven forward with such haste as may hinder us from ob-
serving whither we are going; let us not be persuaded to
precipitate our counsels by those who know that all delays
will be detrimental to their designs, because delays may
produce new information, and they are conscious that the
bill will be less approved the more it is understood.

But every reason which they can offer against the mo-
tion, is, in my opinion, a reason for it; and, therefore, I shall